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Switzerland – the State of 
Diversity and Federalism

https://www2.unil.ch/sol2006/location.do;jsessionid=DB4988381243AEFFB9B1A04DFF1A4249

German speaking (63,7%)
French speaking (20,4%)
Italian speaking (6,5%)
Rumantsch (0,5%)

+ its 26 cantons = 27 legislations
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Current Situation in Switzerland
on the federal level
• Legal basis

• Federal law from June 2004, 18th and 
• Ordinance from November 2004, 17th

about the compilations of the federal legislation and 
about the federal gazette

• 3 main products (available on print and online)
• The Official Federal Gazette www.admin.ch/ch/i/ff

• available only in German, French and Italian

• The Official Compilation of Federal Legislation www.admin.ch/ch/i/as
• legislative texts available only in German, French and Italian
• selection of acts also in Rumantsch

• The Classified Compilation of Federal Legislation www.admin.ch/ch/i/rs
• all legislative texts currently in force (consolidated versions) available in German, 

French, and Italian, together with a selection of texts in Rumantsch and English

• Consultation of the online version of these three products are 
free of charge (art. 19, par. 2 of the law from June 2004, 18th)

• Print version are subject to subscription to a price defined by 
the Federal Council
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Current Situation in Switzerland
on the federal level (2)

The 
Official
Gazette 
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Current Situation in Switzerland
on the federal level (3)

The Official Gazette 
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Current Situation in Switzerland
on the federal level (4)

The 
Official

Compilation
of federal
legislation
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Current Situation in Switzerland
on the federal level (5)

The Official Compilation of federal legislation
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Current Situation in Switzerland
on the federal level (6)

The 
Classified

Compilation
of federal
legislation
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Current Situation in Switzerland
on the federal level (7)

The Classified Compilation of federal legislation
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Current Situation in Switzerland
on the federal level (8)

The Classified Compilation of federal legislation
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Current Situation in Switzerland
on the cantonal level
• Legal basis

• Federal Constitution, article 46
• Specific cantonal laws

• Cantonal products (available on print and online)
• In analogy to the federal level, each Canton has in its official

languages 
• its Classified Compilation of the legislation of its Canton 

(consolidated versions)
• either its Official Gazette and / or its Official Compilation in

which are published regularly (mostly weekly) the 
changes in the cantonal legislation

• Consultation of the online version of all the cantonal 
legislations are free of charge

• Print version are mostly subject to subscription to a price 
defined by the Canton
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Current Situation in Switzerland
summary

Status on
October 2008, the 14th Official Languages

Number of 
Acts

Thereof 
in force

Thereof 
out in force

Modifications 
came into 

force the last 
20 days

Federal level
German, French, 
Italian, Rumantsch

4845 4379 466 52

Cantonal level
Zürioh German 963 906 57 26
Bern German, French 736 683 53 0
Luzern German 779 614 165 3
Uri German 376 336 40 0
Schwyz German 488 460 28 0
Obwalden German 668 609 59 2
Nidwalden German 567 520 47 9
Glaris German 582 517 65 0
Zug German 511 481 30 0
Fribourg French, German 1'168 1'088 80 0
Solothurn German 1'056 783 273 0
Basel Stadt German 936 883 53 0
Basel Land German 792 745 47 5
Schaffhausen German 500 462 38 5
Appenzell Ausserrhoden German 583 502 81 0
Appenzell Innerrhoden German 761 360 401 0
St. Gallen German 1'013 953 60 1
Graubünden German, Rumantsch 537 469 68 3
Aargau German 681 558 123 0
Thurgau German 509 477 32 0
Ticino Italian 701 673 28 0
Vaud French 913 860 53 2
Valais French, German 611 578 33 2
Neuchâtel French 1'331 1'262 69 0
Genève French 930 850 80 0
Jura French 930 886 44 4
Total of Cantonal level 19'622 17'515 2'107 62
Average pro Canton 1'472 1'312 160 4
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www.LexFind.ch: The Portal to Swiss Legislation
An interesting initiative to give free access to the law

• An initiative from the Directors’ Conference of the cantonal 
Departments of Justice and Police www.kkjpd.ch

• Realised and hosted by the Institute of Federalism within the 
University of Fribourg www.federalism.ch
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www.LexFind.ch: The Portal to Swiss Legislation
An example of the information you can have access to
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www.LexFind.ch: The Portal to Swiss Legislation
An example of the Full Text Search you can do



9

17IX International Conference – Law via the Internet, Florence 30 - 31.10.2008 | Free Access to Legal Information in Switzerland 
Moret Michel

www.LexFind.ch: The Portal to Swiss Legislation
An example of the Full Text Search you can do
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www.LexFind.ch: The Portal to Swiss Legislation
An example of the Keywords’ Index Search you can do

 
      ... 
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www.LexFind.ch: The Portal to Swiss Legislation
An example of the Professional Search you can do
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www.LexFind.ch: The Portal to Swiss Legislation
An example of the results you can have
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www.LexFind.ch: The Portal to Swiss Legislation
An example of the results you can have (2)
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www.LexFind.ch: The Portal to Swiss Legislation
An example of the results you can have (3)
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www.LexFind.ch: The Portal to Swiss Legislation
An alternative view throughout the Swiss Portal www.ch.ch
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www.LexFind.ch: The Portal to Swiss Legislation
An alternative view throughout the Swiss Portal www.ch.ch (2)
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www.LexFind.ch: The Portal to Swiss Legislation
An alternative view throughout the Swiss Portal www.ch.ch (3)
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Trends for the future

• The project of new IT-System for the Centre for Official 
Publications
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Trends for the future (2)

• The project “Access to Legislation” within the 
implementation of the E-Government Strategy 
2007-2010 for Switzerland

• E-Government strategy: www.isb.admin.ch/themen/egovernment

• Interested Actors and Sponsors:
• Directors’ Conference of the cantonal Departments 

of Justice and Police www.kkjpd.ch

• Swiss federal Chancellery www.bk.admin.ch

• Swiss federal Office of Justice www.bj.admin.ch

• Institute for federalism www.federalism.ch

• Swiss Association for the Development of Computer 
Sciences in the law’s area www.svri.ch
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Questions

Thank you very much for your attention


