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EUR-Lex is…

an online gateway to official legal documents adopted by the EU 

institutions and bodies…

including a Directory of legislation in force…

available in the 23 official EU languages…

free of charge…

accessible 24 hours/day, 7 days/week…

in many formats (XML, HTML, PDF, Word…)…

constantly updated…

at http://eur-lex.europa.eu

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/


EUR-Lex is…

according to 2009 statistics:

249 036 902 EUR-Lex pages consulted

58 092 170 Visits on EUR-Lex

25 751 018 Visitors on EUR-Lex

2 810 000 Documents in the database

12 000 Documents added every year

1951 Date of the oldest document in EUR-Lex

23 Website and documents available in all EU official 
languages



The current EUR-Lex – Content

Extensive categories of EU legal documents

- Official publications: the content of the Official Journal (treaties, 
legislation, international agreements, preparatory documents 
etc.); case-law from the Court of Justice of the EU;

- Communications and non-official documents : proposals and 
reports from the European Commission (COM and SEC series); 
consolidated texts, etc. ;

Rich metadata notices

- Bibliographic information: title, author, date of document, 
publication reference, subject matter, etc.

- Legal information: dates (adoption, entry 
into force, end of validity), legal basis, relations with other 
documents, legislative procedure…

- More than 40 indexing fields commonly used.



The current EUR-Lex – The Home Page



The current EUR-Lex – Main Limitations

A limited array of search modes :

- the Simple Search, contained and 
restricted to certain metadata 
only; 

- the Expert Search, extensive but 
demanding and complex to query.

No personal customisation…

- for results lists (sorted by 
chronological order only);

- for search preferences.

No links to PreLex or the OJ pages

No facet browsing

An aging interface…



The new EUR-Lex – Main Improvements

More search modes:

- Quick search via a Google-like box;

- Advanced search (by a selection of combinable fields like dates, 
author, identifiers, etc.);

- Expert search;

- OJ full text search.

Better collection browsing : by facets, directory (e.g. legislation
in force), entity (e.g. Council), theme.

Better result browsing : customisation, facets, tabbed notices.

Customisation…

- of preferences : website language, data display in the search list, 
export, RSS feed, query save, print…;

- available after registration under the ECAS system.

Sharing and social networking



The new Eur-Lex – Home Page



The new Eur-Lex – More Search Modes



The new Eur-Lex – More Search Modes



The new Eur-Lex – Better Browsing



The new Eur-Lex – Better Browsing



The new Eur-Lex – Customisation



Questions & Answers

Thank you for your attention.

Questions welcome.

Cédric Chailloux
Publications Office

cedric.chailloux@publications.europa.eu
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