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Open Access, Digital Preservation and Semantic Web: the new era of a multi-

disciplinary global publisher

The Group Springer Science Business and Media includes 76 publishing houses throughout
the world. As a global multidisciplinary information provider publishing e-journals and e-
books in the Social Sciences and Legal field, Springer is constantly facing changes in a fast
moving industry environment. The presentation will discuss the newly developed Open
Access Policy “Open Choice”, the agreements reached in the field of the digital preservation
and the newly developed partnerships in the field of semantic web.

Beyond the debate on Open Access, there is another, bigger challenge, both for researchers
and publishers: how to manage the enormous growth of electronically available content. To
allow for an easier access to scientific content, breakthrough indexing technologies are
required to turn large amounts of heterogeneous publications into a single and
comprehensive knowledge space. Implicit semantic relations between otherwise unrelated
articles also need to be detected and made available to the reader through the identification
of relevant concepts and relationships.



